Reopening Our Schools: GECDSB Parent/Guardian Input
On June 30, 2020 the GECDSB released a survey to our families. The purpose of the
survey was to gather parent/guardian input to inform our school reopening planning. The
information gathered, and the analyzed results provide us with important information and
considerations. Thank you.
Final decisions about school reopening will be made later in the summer, and will be based
on our local planning, current COVID-19 parameters, and the direction of the Minister of
Education and provincial and local health experts. We will share our reopening plans with
you as soon as this information is available.
Survey Dates: June 30, 2020 to July 8, 2020

Brief Summary of Results:
Responses: 15,026
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Analysis of the more than 15,000 responses identifies that 3 distinct parent/guardian
groups or perspectives emerge from the survey.

Perspective 1: My child will be attending class in September if there is either part-time or
full-time At-School instruction.
Parents whose responses are represented by Perspective 1 frequently indicated that:
My child needs to be in school;

My child needs to socialize with other students;

I need to return to work;

I am not concerned about my child becoming ill;

I trust the safety measures at school;

Staying home is not good for my child’s wellbeing;

Perspective 2: My child will not be attending class in September, regardless of the model for
instruction.
Perspective 3: I am not sure if my child will be attending school in September, yet.
Parents whose responses are represented by Perspective 2 and Perspective 3 most
frequently indicated that their concerns were based primarily on:
1) Their child’s health and safety;

2) The health and safety of the school/classrooms.

Analysis of 5,817 responses for, “What else should the GECDSB consider to ensure
that families feel safe and supported as we plan for reopening our schools?”
identifies the following common themes:

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Schedule families on the same days (A/B) if there is an alternate day model.
Keep a consistent schedule if there is an alternate day model.
Focus on safety for students/staff – cleaning schools and classrooms.
Focus on health and safety for students/staff – hand washing, sanitizing, social distancing.
Child Care: before and after school, and on alternate days in an Adapted Learning Model.
An improved At-Home learning experience if this is part of our reopening plan.
Communicate clearly and as soon as possible for planning purposes.
Communicate and update us when there is new information.
Share the new rules and protocols for schools with families.
Follow the advice of health and safety experts (WECHU, Sick Kids Recommendations).
Challenges for working families to support At-Home learning as they return to work.
Focus supports on students with significant special education (and other) needs.
Focus on mental health and wellness for all students when we return.
Perspectives on masks (many suggest these are essential; many strongly oppose their use).
Perspectives on social distancing (many suggest this is essential; many want their students
to interact ‘regularly’ with peers).
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Communication with Families:

Thank you for your input!
We will share our reopening plans with you as soon as possible.
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