
If Battered Glove Could Only Talk 

Name __________________ 

Match the vocabulary word in the left column with the definition in the right column by 
writing the correct letter in the middle column. Use different cues to help predict the 
meaning of each word.  

 

Vocabulary  Definition 
1. locality  a) a part of a whole 

2. leisure  b) demanded 

3. pursuit  c) well known; respected 

4. portion  d) not supporting either side 

5. realized  e) attracting interest 

6. appeal  f) to make sure 

7. insisted  g) a problem that makes things difficult 

or impossible 

8. neutral  h) free time with nothing to do 

9. illustrious  i) a particular area 

10. barrier  j) following or chasing someone or 

something 

11. unfortunately  k) became aware of something; fully 

understood 

12. to ensure  l) something unlucky has happened  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



B. Place the vocabulary words in the blanks. 

 

to ensure   barrier neutral appeal  portion        leisure 

locality pursuit     realized  insisted illustrious unfortunately 

 

1. This plant only grows in one _____________________________. 

2. The lions were running through the savanna in _______________________ of a zebra. 

3. In her ____________________________, she likes to play the piano or go to the movies. 

4. He only ate a small ______________________ of the pie because he wasn’t feeling well. 

5. My grandfather has had an_________________________ career. 

6. I never ______________________ how much a baby ate until I babysat my cousin. 

7. He checked the temperature of the water __________________________ that it was warm 

enough for the children to swim. 

8. Although I am adventurous, I cannot understand the ___________________________ of 

bungee jumping out of a plane. 

9. Even though I was not hungry, my grandmother __________________________ that I eat. 

10. She remained ______________________ while her brothers argued. 

11. We were supposed to travel to Niagara Falls last weekend, but.__________________________ 

our car broke down. 

12. When seeking volunteers for an outdoor art fair, weather is often a 

_________________________.  

 
 

 

 
 



 
Answer the following questions about the article. 

What is the title?  
 

When was it written?  
 

Who is the author?  
 

In which newspaper did it 
appear? 

 

What is the main message of 
the article? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



“Black team saw glory and woe” 
glory – success, honour, praise 

woe – misery, great pain, heartache  

 

C. Find antonyms (opposites) for the following words in the article. 

1. alike    ______________________________________ 

2. apart   ______________________________________ 

3. misfortune  ______________________________________ 

4. never   ______________________________________ 

5. granted   ______________________________________ 

6. weak   ______________________________________ 

7. unknown, lackluster ______________________________________ 

8. lengthy    ______________________________________ 

9. forgotten   ______________________________________ 

10. negative    ______________________________________ 

 

C. Respond to the following questions using complete sentences.  

 

1. From the article “If battered glove could only talk,” find three examples of racial 
discrimination that the Chatham Coloured All-Stars experienced. 

 

 

 

 

2. What did you learn about the experiences of Black people living in Chatham in the 
early to mid-1900s? 

 

 

 

An antonym is a 
word that has 
the opposite 

meaning. 

antonyms 



3. Why do you think there was a colour barrier in baseball? 

 

 

 

 

4. You are going to imagine that the baseball glove can talk. What would it say? On the 
baseball glove template, write at least three sentences. The information must be 
accurate, descriptive, and in your own words. When finished, colour the glove.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

What is the title of the article? 

_______________________________ 

Who is the author? 

_______________________________ 

When was it written? 

_______________________________ 

In which newspaper did it appear? 

_______________________________ 

What is the main message of the 

article? 

________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

 

 



Star Treatment 

D. After reading the article entitled “Star Treatment,” respond to the following questions. 
All answers must be written in complete sentences.   

 

1. Write three facts you learned about the Chatham Coloured All-Stars. 

 

 

 

2. In your opinion, how have the Chatham Coloured All-Stars contributed to Canadian 
identity? 

 

 

 

3. In your opinion, what qualities/character traits made the Chatham Coloured All-Stars 
successful? 

 

 

 

4. How should the team be remembered? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Persuasive Letter Assignment 
You are going to write a letter to Canada Post to suggest that the Chatham Coloured 
All-Stars appear on a Black History Month stamp.  Canada Post issues an annual Black 
History Month stamp to commemorate the accomplishments and contributions of Black 
Canadians. You will also design and colour a stamp in honour of the team. The stamp will 
NOT be sent to Canada Post with your letter.  

Your letter must include: 

□ a brief description of the subject 

□ their importance in the Canadian context 

□ any significant anniversaries or upcoming events 

IMPORTANT: Annual stamp programs close in the summer of the year before the 
stamps are issued.  

Canada Post Stamp Selection Criteria 

Your suggested subject for a stamp should: 

 have broad appeal to the Canadian population, encouraging Canadians of all 
ages to buy and collect stamps, 

 relate primarily to Canada and be of national significance, such as:  
o evoke Canadian history, traditions, accomplishments or natural 

heritage, 
o illustrate the social, cultural, political or economic life of Canada, and 
o commemorate people (generally after their death), their work, their 

birth or a life event to recognize outstanding contributions to Canada. 

All stamp subject suggestions should be directed to: 

Chairperson of the Stamp Advisory Committee 
CANADA POST CORPORATION 
2701 RIVERSIDE DRIVE SUITE N1070 
OTTAWA ON K1A 0B1 

 Canada Post acknowledges all suggestions it receives.  A copy of the public 
announcement of the subjects chosen for the annual stamp program will be 
sent to all those who suggested subjects related to that year's program. 

 

 



Persuasive Letter Writing ~ Phrases and Words 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introductory Paragraph 

I am writing to… 

I think that… 

I feel that… 

I strongly believe… 

In my opinion… 

I am certain… 

 

To make your 
case (reasons) 

Firstly, secondly, thirdly… 

Also… 

Furthermore… 

In addition… 

Similarly… 

Certainly… 

Lastly… 

Most of all… 

Surprisingly… 

 

 

 

Other words 
to persuade 

excellent 

should 

because 

important 

deserve 

 

 

 

Examples 

For example… 

In fact… 

For instance... 

Another… 

Specifically… 

In particular… 

 

To summarize 

In conclusion… 

This is important because… 

As you can see… 

For these reasons… 

Closing Salutation 

Sincerely, 

Yours truly, 

Yours respectfully, 

Regards, 

 

  

Greetings 

Dear Ms./Mrs./Mr._______________, 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Indent each 
paragraph! 

 

Remember to thank the 
reader for their time and 

consideration! 

 
Grab 

their 

attention! 



The Hook 

 
When writing a persuasive letter, you want an attention-grabbing hook at the 
beginning of your introductory paragraph.  

Examples: 

1 Open with a question  

Have you ever wondered what it would be like to go to Disney World? 

2 Open with a series of questions 

Wouldn’t it be amazing to go on a field trip to another country? Shouldn’t young 
people explore the world and experience other cultures? Wouldn’t that provide an 
authentic learning experience for students? If you answered yes, then allow me 
to explain why our annual class trip should be to Paris, France.    

3 Open with a bold statement 

Contrary to popular belief, students should have to go to school during the 
summer months. 

 

 



Persuasive Letter Layout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

School name 
School address  
City, Province, Postal Code 

 

 

 

Name of the Recipient 
Address 
City, Province, Postal Code 
 
 
 
Date 

Opening Salutation  

(Dear Mr./Mrs./Miss/Ms. _______________________, 

Introductory Paragraph (open with a hook, state your opinion on the topic and 
purpose of the letter)  

 

 

 Reasons and Examples (give three reasons to support how you feel and three 
examples to support your opinion) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Concluding paragraph (Restate your opinion with more feeling and thank the 
reader) 

  

 
Closing salutation (Sincerely, Yours Truly, Yours Respectfully, Regards, ) 

Signature 

Name 

 



Persuasive Letter Organizer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



Persuasive Letter Checklist 

□ My school name and school address is in the top right corner of the page. 

□ The name and address of the recipient is on the left side of the page. 

□ The date is on the left side of the page beneath the recipient’s information. 

□ I used a salutation and appropriate title. 

□ I have clearly identified my audience. 

□ I have an attention-grabbing hook. 

□ I have clearly identified the purpose of my letter.  

□ I have stated my opinion on the topic.  

□ I have detailed reasons that make my argument more convincing. 

□ I used effective examples and facts. 

□ My closing paragraph restates my opinion. 

□ I thanked the reader. 

□ I used a closing salutation. 

□ I signed my name. 

□ My name is printed beneath my signature.  

□ Each paragraph has an indent. 

□ My letter is brief and convincing. 

□ The tone is respectful. 

   

 

 

 



Create a Memorial Plaque in Honour of the Chatham Coloured All-Stars 

Plaques make Ontario's history come alive by telling stories of the people, places and events that 

helped shape our province. They enrich our sense of place. They also introduce newcomers and 

visitors to the unique character of each region of the province. Here is an example of a provincial 

plaque: 

 

 

 

 

Who: Mary Ann Shadd Cary, a teacher, an anti-slavery crusader, an editor 

What: She immigrated to Windsor. She started a newspaper, the Provincial Freeman. She 

was the first Black woman to have edited a North American newspaper. 

Where: United States, Windsor, Chatham 

When: There are many significant dates on her plaque. 

Why: Her overall goal was to encourage Black people to seek quality through education 

and self-reliance.  

 



My Provincial Plaque 

Fill in this organizer with ideas and information you will include on your plaque in honour of the 

Chatham Coloured All-Stars.  

Name ____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What 

 

 

 

 

When 

 

 

Why 

 

 

 

 

 

Where 

 

 

Who 

 

 



Chatham Coloured All-Stars Plaque 

Name _______________________ 

In the box, write the information that will appear on your plaque. Look it over and check 
spelling, grammar, and punctuation before writing the final copy on the plaque template. 
On the plaque template, the background must be coloured blue. Your text must be 
darker so that it is easy to read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


